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180 CALIFORNIA LAW REVIEW 

There are few cases in which the retailer of a dangerous com- 
modity sold it with a knowledge of its danger. Chief Justice White 
has suggested that even though a retailer sells gasoline mixed with 
kerosene with knowledge of the danger, the negligent manufacturer 
might still be held liable. 11 In the case of Clement v. Crosby, 12 
a retailer sold inflammable stove-polish with full knowledge of its 
dangerous character. The manufacturer and the retailer were later 
held liable as joint tort-feasors for the accident resulting from the 
explosion of the stove-polish. In view of these decisions and of the 
general trend of the law, it would appear that a contrary opinion 
might have been given in the principal case. 

E. B. P. 

"Waters-Pierce Oil Co. v. Deselms (1908), 212 U. S. 159, 53 L. Ed. 
453, 29 Sup. Ct. Rep. 270. 

12 (1907), 148 Mich. 293, 111 N. W. 745. 



Book Reviews 

The Act to Regulate Commerce Construed by the Supreme 
Court. By Hubert Bruce Fuller. John Byrne & Company, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 191 5. pp. x, 585. $6.00. 

The bibliography of the Act to Regulate Commerce has become 
so extended that the field has seemed completely occupied, if not 
overcrowded. But Mr. H. B. Fuller of the Cleveland, Ohio, Bar 
has found a gap in the book shelf and has undertaken to supply it 
with a treatise on the Act as "construed by the Supreme Court." 
As the title implies, the decisions of the lower Federal courts and 
the rulings of the Interstate Commerce Commission are alike dis- 
regarded, the treatise being predicated solely upon the expressions 
of the one tribunal from whose decisions there is no appeal. The 
result is a text book of singular authority. 

A preliminary chapter is devoted to the commerce clause of the 
Constitution. This review of the constitutional aspects of the law, 
while necessarily brief, is scholarly and comprehensive. It is 
matter for comment that so much of merit could have been crowded 
within the limits of fifty-three pages. The chapter constitutes an 
effective introduction to the first section of the Act to Regulate 
Commerce. 

The order of treatment in the main text conforms directly to 
the division of the Act to Regulate Commerce, a chapter being 
devoted to each section. The mechanics of the book consequently 
add greatly to the convenience of the student and the practitioner 
desiring to ascertain the state of the decisions upon a specific para- 
graph of the statute. Extended comment upon the text itself will 
be superfluous, for, in the very nature of things, the writer could 
hope to do no more than to reflect faithfully the principles estab- 
lished by the court. Suffice it to say that the work has been intel- 
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ligently and honestly done, and that it is responsive to a definite 
need. 

A. P. M. 

Uniform Business Law. By Coleman Hall Bush. H. M. 
Rowe Co., Harlem Square, Baltimore, Md. 191 5. pp. x, 465. 
$1.10 cloth. $1.25 Buckram. 

Text books on commercial law may be divided into two classes : 
first, those which are intentionally confined in their application to 
a particular jurisdiction, and which are, therefore, unfit for use in 
any but the field which they are specially designed to cover; and 
second, those which are of such wide scope as to be useful only as 
declaratory of general principles, and of little or no value as prac- 
tical handbooks of business law. Occasionally an effort is made to 
combine in a single work the desirable features of both classes. 
Invariably the attempt results in the production of a book which 
is, at best, unreliable in many respects, and actively misleading 
in others. 

"Uniform Business Law," by Coleman Hall Bush, provides an 
apt illustration of what has been said with respect to the conse- 
quences of attempting too much in the construction of a text book 
on commercial law. The author's endeavor has been, to use his 
own words, "to present the widest range of business law consistent 
with its intelligible statement in limited space." From the point 
of view of logical arrangement of his subject matter, and clarity 
of exposition, he has accomplished much, yet the work as a whole 
is far from satisfactory. In some instances, as for example in his 
treatment of the subject of bankruptcy (page 96), and again, of 
the liability of stockholders for corporate debts (page 305), Mr. 
Bush has given to his topic such incomplete consideration as to 
leave the reader feeling that it might better have been omitted alto- 
gether. In other instances, the effort to gather the law of all juris- 
dictions upon a particular point into a single statement has resulted 
in the enunciation of rules which are, to say the least, of doubtful 
accuracy. As typical of these may be cited the rule which the 
author lays down (page 190) to the effect that the Statute of 
Frauds applies to the "sale of any goods or choses in action of the 
value of five hundred dollars or upwards." Further comment upon 
these points would serve no worthy purpose. In conclusion it may 
be remarked that the faults of Mr. Bush's contribution to the bibli- 
ography of commercial law should be charged in large part to a 
seeming disregard of the natural limitations of his opportunity. 
However ideal might be a system of uniform business law through- 
out the several states of the Union, such a system does not, as a 
fact, exist. 

/. U. C, Jr. 

French Policy and the American Alliance of 1778. By 
Edward S. Corwin, Princeton University Press, Princeton, 1916. 
pp xvi, 430. $2.00 net. 



